ABSTRACT 

A flow control includes a conduit and a flow control washer disposed in the 
conduit between the conduit's inlet and the outlet. A gas inlet passage opens into the 
conduit, preferably at a location just downstream of the flow control washer, to permit a 
gas (typically ambient air) to enter a liquid stream flowing through the flow control 
washer. The admission of a gas into this liquid stream reduces noise generated by liquid 
flow through the flow control washer. Gas induction and noise reduction capabilities 
may be enhanced by admitting the gas fluid into a low pressure region of a venturi 
located in the conduit downstream of the flow control washer. The flow control is 
particularly useful in a wastewater drain of a water softener control valve, but is also 
useful in a variety of other applications. A method of reducing noise in a flow control is 
also provided. 
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